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But even this is not enough. Unsatisfied by (giving
His angels charge concerning 9 such a lover, this loving
God of ours follows them up Himself, personally seeing
that all is well with him and that all his seeming sorrows
work out for his good. Never for a moment can He
leave him alone, even when the swirling clouds of maya
around the poor soul deceive him into the thought that
he has been forsaken (cf. Mt. 27 : 46). No, Krishna
runs after him, ever more eager to give His grace than
he can possibly be to receive it, and pours on him the
richest blessings of His loveo What wonder then that
His Name is so beloved to the Vaishnava that even for a
moment he cannot think of turning away to any other I
Absorbed in one another, blended in a perfect duality of
inner unity, Bhakta and Bhagavan, devotee and Lord,
bathe in each other's love and grow intoxicated in the
sweetness of that communion. As the Bkagavalam
puts it (9:4: 68) : " The devotees are My heart, and I
am the heart of devotees; they know nobody but Me,,
and I know none but them."

18. Liberation and Bliss

1. If the mind abandons life while conscl<
ously remembering Krishna, then Liberation
(follows).1 (2 : 7 : 7) Even shaving the head in
Prayag2 is a great cause of Nirvana; (and) the

id. GitaS : 10. 13,

8 The gift of one's personal beauty by sacrificing the hair to a
certain deity has often been held as a most purifying act; even
today it is the usual custom among pilgrims to Tirupati and many
other places. Prayag. very near the modern Allahabad, is situated
where the two holy rivers Ganga and Yamuna meet; it has always
been regarded therefore as a very holy place to bathe at, and pil-
Jgrims swarm there throughout She year.
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